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COMPREHENSIVE PAIN MANAGEMENT





11/1/2005
A NOTICE TO ALL PATIENTS REGARDING:

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE PRESCRIPTIONS

It is of the utmost importance that ALL patients clearly understand the controlled substance prescription policy of this office. Controlled substances include ALL narcotics, sedative-hypnotics and alertness increasing medications.
· It is the It is the responsibility of you, the patient, and you alone, to make certain that you have scheduled an appointment prior to exhausting your supply of medication.  You must contact this office at least 10 business days prior to the desired appointment date in order to schedule. We make no guarantees that appointments will be available with less than 10 days advance notice.

· If you are going to run out of medication at your present dose, prior to your appointment date, you must reduce your dose in order to get by with a supply that you have.

· Under no circumstances will prescriptions be mailed to patients or called in to your pharmacy.  This does, of course, does not apply to non-controlled substances.  Any voicemail messages left for refills of controlled substances will be promptly erased and therefore remain unanswered.

· It is your responsibility to safeguard your medication at all times.  If your medication is lost or stolen, you must file a police report.  Upon receipt of that police report, a new prescription will be issued.  You will be allowed to do get a replacement prescription one time only.  Therefore, there can be only one such incident.  Further loss or theft, will not be compensated.

· In the event that you are arrested for any substance related criminal offense, you will immediately be referred for drug detoxification and discharge from the practice.

· If you increase your medication without authorization, the resulting need for an early refill will result in reduction of your dose.  Continued misuse of the medication will result in further monthly reductions in dose until the medication is discontinued.  You will thereafter be discharged.

We have instituted random drug testing, as well as drug testing when violations of this policy are suspected by any member of the staff.  Since the majority of insurance companies will not cover this expense, this testing will be at your expense.  Refusal to submit to such testing will result in tapering, discontinuation and discharge.

In addition we have instituted a policy of routinely performing a background check on all patients prescribed narcotics. This check is to verify demographic information and to check for criminal convictions. We reserve the right to refuse initiation of or to discontinue chronic narcotic therapy in any patient who gives false information and/or has a criminal record.

Again, every patient must clearly understand these key elements of the policy.  This policy will be applied to all patients, without exception.
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